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I am not the captain of my own destiny, 
nor even of this new work, and so 
I renounce again all claim
to my own life and desires.
I am only yours, O Lord. 
Lead me by your mercies through this season,
that I might spend my hours well,
not in harried pursuit of my own agendas,
but rather in good service to you.

Teach me to shepherd these small duties
with great love,
tending faithfully to those tasks
you place within my care
and tending with patience and 
kindness the needs and hearts of
those people you place within my reach.

Nothing is too hard for you, Lord Christ.
I deposit now all confidence in you
that whatever this journey brings, 
my foundations will not be shaken.

In all things your grace will sustain me.
Bid me follow, and I will follow.

Amen.

AN ENTRY ON 

Beginning 
Something 
New
F R O M  "A  L I T U R GY  F O R 

F I R ST  WA K I N G"

“ D O  N OT  R E M E M B E R 

T H E  PA ST  E V E N TS ;

PAY  N O  AT T E N T I O N  TO 

T H I N GS  O F  O L D.

LO O K ,  I  A M  A B O U T  TO  D O 

S O M E T H I N G  N E W;

E V E N  N OW  I T  I S  C O M I N G . 

D O  YO U  N OT  S E E  I T ?

I N D E E D,  I  W I L L  M A K E  A  WAY  I N 

T H E  W I L D E R N E S S ,

R I V E R S  I N  T H E  D E S E RT.”

— I S A I A H  4 3 : 1 8 – 1 9
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• What might it look like for you to renounce your claim to this new work, recognizing 
that much of it is out of your control? Are there any parts of this new endeavor you feel 
you are trying to accomplish purely by your own strength and will? If so, why?

• Consider the new works of the Lord. What does it look like for the Lord to begin 
a new thing, and how might you embrace the renewing work of God in this new task?

• Consider the image of Christ as shepherd as you seek to shepherd these small duties 
before you. How might you follow in the footsteps of Jesus in this, imitating his gentle 
strength and his trust in the Father?
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R E S P O N S I V E  P RAY E R :


